
Tell a Data Story
Rishi Valley 2018



Aims and 
Goals

 Throughout this unit we have been collecting data about ourselves 
in the hope that we’ll be able to find some interesting trends and 
patterns in that data. 

 Today we’re going to finally be able to take a close look at the data 
we’ve collected. 

 Your job will be to use your new skills at cleaning, summarizing, 
and visualizing data to “tell a story” using the data we collected. 

 We hope that, with so many different perspectives in the class, a 
lot of interesting stories on the same dataset will emerge.



Suggested 
Timeline

 Below is a suggested timeline for completing the Project. It's 
possible that this could be done in a single day to get most of the 
work done!

 Day 1

 Create individual copies of your data.

 Summarize & visualize data, looking for an interesting story to 
tell.

 Day 2

 Identify a story in the data.

 Design a visualization showing your data story

 Day 3

 Complete written responses with self-evaluation using the rubric 
(or ask your cousin/parent to do it)



Identify a Story

 You already know about summarizing your data with a pivot table 
and visualizing it with charts. 

 Continue to iteratively use these tools to identify an interesting 
trend, pattern, or relationship within your data. 

 Some good things to remember:

 There’s no need to tell a complex story. Simple relationships are 
still valuable to understand.

 The absence of a trend or pattern can still be interesting. If the 
amount of sleep you get doesn’t have a clear impact on mood, 
that’s interesting to know.



Visualize your 
Story

 Once again refer to the Data Visualization 101 guide for tips on 
how to make clear visualizations. 

 Your chart should have accompanying explanations, but it should 
be able to “stand on its own” to communicate the story you have 
found. 

 Some good things to remember:

 A fancy chart may actually be worse than a simple and clear one.

 Creating multiple charts is totally appropriate if they will better 
communicate the story.

 Experiment with different chart types. The chart type used to 
discover the story may not actually be the best one for visualizing 
the story.



Reflections

 We collect data to learn about the world and test our hypotheses 
about the patterns and relationships that might otherwise be 
invisible. 

 Computational tools now make it possible to quickly collect and 
analyze vast amounts of data, but those processes still depend on 
knowledgeable and thoughtful people who understand the data 
being used and can clearly present the conclusions draw from it.


