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Looking At Leaves

UNIT 1  -  About Plants
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  1. Leaves Everywhere  

  2. Making Leaf Rubbings  

  3. What Does A Leaf Do?

4. Some Special Leaves  

Teacher’s feedback:
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I Observe each leaf carefully and fill in this table:

Leaves Everywhere

What is
it’s shape?
(Long/broad/
oval/heart
shaped etc)

What is
the edge
like?
(Smooth/
serrated)

Does it
have a
pointed
tip?
(Yes/No)

Draw the leaf here and
write its name

    What
   colour
    is it?

Does it
have a
stalk?

(Yes/No)
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Draw the leaf here
Write the name of the plant

Which other plants  have similar leaves

II Draw any one of the leaves you have observed. Can you name other plants which have similar
leaves?

III Draw any one of the leaves you have collected here. Describe the leaf. Use the properties that
you have observed.

IV Look  carefully  at  the shapes of these  leaves. Pick  the  odd one out. Give reason for your answer.

A B C D

____ is the odd one out because _________________________________________



5

I Look closely at the leaf rubbings you have made. Then fill in the blanks below:

1. Names of the leaves which had mesh-like veins _______________________________

2. This kind of vein system is called ___________________________________________

3. Names of the leaves which had paralell veins ________________________________

4. This kind of vein system is called _________________________________________

II Label the following parts on one of the leaf rubbing you have made. Stick it here.

veins, midrib, lamina, margins, stalk, apex

III Look  carefully  at  the veins  on  these  leaves. Pick  the  odd one out. Give reason for your answer.

____ is the odd one out because _________________________________________

IV You can try to make interesting designs and pictures using leaf rubbings. Make some and
display them in your classroom.

Making Leaf Rubbings

A B C D
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I Read these statements carefully. In which paragraph can you find this information? Write down
the paragraph number next to the statements.

Stomata are tiny holes on a leafs surface through which the leaf breathes.

The green colour in a leaf is due to chlorophyll. Chlorophyll helps the leaf make food in the
presence of sunlight.

Leaves need air, water and sunlight to make their own food.

The food which leaves make is a kind of sugar.

The food made by leaves may be stored in other parts of the plant.

Water evaporates through the tiny holes in the leaf.

Water reaches the leaf through the stalk and the veins.

II Answer these questions briefly by filling in the blanks:

1. What are stomata?

Stomata are the ____________________ on the __________________ of the leaf.

2. How do stomata help a plant?

The plant takes in ____________ through the stomata. The plant gives out

_________________ and __________________ through the stomata.

3. What is chlorophyll?

Chlorophyll is the ________________________________ found in leaves.

4. How does chlorophyll help a plant make food?

Chlorophyll helps the leaf use _____________ from _______________ to make its

own food.

5. How do the stalk and veins help the plant?

________________  and _____________reach the leaf through the stalk and veins.

The ______________ made by the leaf is transported to other parts of the plant through the

stalk and veins.

6. What is photosynthesis?

Photosynthesis is the process by which a leaf makes ________________ using

 ___________ and ______________in the presence of ________________.

7. What is transpiration?

Transpiration is  the process by which  leaves____________________________

through the  ______________________________

What Does A Leaf Do? 3
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III The diagram of the leaf given below shows what the leaf needs to make its own food and what it
gives out. Fill in the correct word in each blank:

IV The functions of different parts of the leaf are given in the table below. Write the name of the
part next to its function.

Function Part of the Leaf

  Carries water to all parts of the leaf.

  Helps the plant to breathe.

  Green substance that helps the leaf to make food
  in the  presence of sunlight.

  Transports food made by the leaf to other parts
  of the plant.

V Think and answer these questions.

1. What are the different ways in which leaves help us?

2.  A plant which is kept in a dark room dies after a few weeks. Explain why.

3. When you covered a leaf with a plastic bag for a few hours you observed water droplets
in the bag. Explain why this happend.
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Some Special Leaves

I Answer these questions briefly:

1. What is vegetative propagation?

2. How does a tendril help a plant?

3. What kinds of plants have needle-like leaves?

4. How do needle-like leaves help a plant?

5. How are the spines on a cactus plant helpful to the plant?

6. Why are the leaves inside an onion bulb thick and fleshy?

II Give one example of plants which have these kinds of special leaves:

1. A plant with needle-like leaves

2. A plant which stores food in its leaves which are underground

3. A plant with tendrils

4. A plant whose leaves can give rise to new plants

5. A plant which has spines
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