
Book List for the Eighthies

Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk

Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece of the starkly beautiful 
Elizabeth Islands in Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just 
hours old, Crow’s only companions are Osh, the man who rescued and raised her, and Miss Maggie,
their fierce and affectionate neighbor across the sandbar. Crow has always been curious about the 
world around her, but it isn’t until the night a mysterious fire appears across the water that the 
unspoken question of her own history forms in her heart. Soon, an unstoppable chain of events is 
triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger.

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya

For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango smoothies, 
and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime dishwasher at 
Abuela’s restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also includes Carmen, a cute poetry enthusiast who 
moves into Arturo’s apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn’t 
notice the smarmy land developer who rolls into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to 
let his family and community go down without a fight, and as he schemes with Carmen, Arturo 
discovers the power of poetry and protest through untold family stories and the work of José Martí.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had 
come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most 
disturbing stranger. 

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and 
blown off course. Let me be on my way. Speaking of way, by the way, there is such a thing as a 
tesseract".

Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when he mysteriously 
disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue him.
But can they outwit the forces of evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping journey through 
space?

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have 
fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to 
flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. 
Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. 
When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult 
circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.



The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be completely normal if he
didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian 
who belongs to neither the world of the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in 
the graveyard for a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the 
man Jack—who has already killed Bod's family.

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
Ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think of life before the war.
It's now 1943 and their life in Copenhagen is filled with school, food shortages, and the Nazi 
soldiers marching through town. When the Jews of Denmark are "relocated," Ellen moves in with 
the Johansens and pretends to be one of the family. Soon Annemarie is asked to go on a dangerous 
mission to save Ellen's life.

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Recognized as a timeless classic, this introduction to the hobit Bilbo Baggins, the wizard Gandalf, 
Gollum, and the spectacular world of Middle-earth recounts of the adventures of a reluctant hero, a 
powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel dragon Smaug the Magnificent. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of 
human behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, humor and 
pathos. 
The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience that 
rocked it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical success when it 
was first published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was later made into an 
Academy Award-winning film, also a classic.

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
Doomed to - or blessed with - eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family 
wanders about trying to live as inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old 
Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret, the Tucks take her home and explain why living forever at 
one age is less a blessing that it might seem. Complications arise when Winnie is followed by a 
stranger who wants to market the spring water for a fortune.

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
Generations of readers young and old, male and female, have fallen in love with the March sisters 
of Louisa May Alcott’s most popular and enduring novel, Little Women. Here are talented tomboy 
and author-to-be Jo, tragically frail Beth, beautiful Meg, and romantic, spoiled Amy, united in their 
devotion to each other and their struggles to survive in New England during the Civil War.
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