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PRINCIPLE OF ALIGNMENT Unify and organize





The elements on this card look like they were just thrown on and stuck. Not one of the elements has any connection with 

any other element on the card.

Nothing should be placed on the page arbitrarily. 

Every item should have a visual connection with something else on the page.

Get in the habit of drawing lines between elements to determine where the connections are lacking.

By moving all the elements over to the right and giving them one alignment, the information is instantly more organized. 

(Of course, grouping the related elements into closer proximity is also critical.)



A centered alignment often appears a bit weak. If text is aligned, instead, on the left or the right, the 

invisible line that connects the text is much stronger because it has a hard vertical edge to follow. This gives 

left- and right-aligned text a cleaner and more dramatic look. 

Although centered is a legitimate alignment, the edges are “soft”; 

you don’t really see the strength of the line.

In the third card, there is a strong invisible line connecting the edges of these two groups of text. You can 

actually see the edge. The strength of this edge is what gives strength to the layout.



Do you tend to center everything?





When items are aligned on the page, the result is a 

stronger cohesive unit. Even when aligned elements are 

physically separated from each other, there is an 

invisible line that connects them, both in your eye and in 

your mind. 

Although you might have separated elements to indicate 

their relationships (using the Principle of Proximity), the 

Principle of Alignment tells the reader that even though 

these items are not close, they belong to the same piece.

















To do: Collect a dozen ads or brochures or flyers or 

magazine spreads or whatever pieces you think are 

excellent, even if you cannot yet say exactly why or you 

don’t feel like you could actually create them. Find the 

strong alignments in each piece—I guarantee they will 

be there.





Nothing should be placed on the page arbitrarily. Every element 

should have some visual connection with another element on the 

page.

Unity is an important concept in design. To make all the elements on 

the page appear to be unified, connected, and interrelated, there 

needs to be some visual tie between the separate elements. Even if 

the separate elements are not physically close on the page, they 

can appear connected, related, unified with the other information 

simply by their placement. Take a look at design projects you like. 

No matter how wild and chaotic a well-designed piece may initially 

appear, you can always find alignments within.



The basic purpose

The basic purpose of alignment is to unify and organize the 

page. The result is similar to what happens when you (or your 

dog) pick up all the dog toys that were strewn around the 

living room and put them into one toy box.

It is often a strong alignment (combined, of course, with the 

appropriate typeface) that creates a sophisticated look, a 

formal look, a fun look, or a serious look.



How to get it

Be conscious of where you place elements. Always find something 

else on the page to align with, even if the two objects are physically 

far away from each other.

What to avoid

Avoid using more than one text alignment on the page (that is, don’t 

center some text and right-align other text). And please try very 

hard to break away from a centered alignment unless you are 

consciously trying to create a more formal, sedate presentation. 

Choose a centered alignment consciously, not by default.



TRY NOW!!

FIX A RESTAURANT MENU








